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UNCLAS GOTEBORG 0204 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, CZ, SW 

SUBJECT: DEMONSTRATION MARKS ANNIVERSARY OF WARSAW PACT INVASION 
OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

1 .APPROXIMATELY 400 PERSONS DEMONSTRATED IN GOTEBORG ON 
AUGUST 21, MARKING THE NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WARSAW PACT 
INVASION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA. THE DEMONSTRATORS WERE COMPRISED 
FOR THE MOST PART OF YOUNG PERSONS, REPRESENTING THE YOUTH 
ORGANIZATIONS OF THE CENTER AND LIBERAL PARTIES, AS WELL AS 
VARIOUS FAR LEFT SPLINTER GROUPS, INCLUDING "RED YOUTH" AND THE 
SWEDISH COMMUNIST PARTY (A MAOIST ORGANIZATION). 

2. THE MAIN SPEAKER AT THE GOTEBORG DEMONSTRATION WAS ROLF 
BERGKVIST, REPRESENTING THE RADICAL MAGAZINE FOLKET I BILD 
(KULTURFRONT). BERGKVIST LAUNCHED A STRONG ATTACK ON THE PRESENT 
CZECH REGIME, WHICH HE SAID "RESTS ON RUSSIAN BAYONETS". 

ACCORDING TO BERGKVIST, "THOUSANDS OF CITIZENS IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
ARE BEING DEPRIVED OF THEIR RIGHT TO EXERCISE THEIR 
PROFESSIONS, SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY DO NOT HOLD THE 'RIGHT' VIEW... 
NUMEROUS YOUNG PEOPLE ARE BEING SHUT OUT FROM THEIR STUDIES 
BECAUSE OF THEIR OWN OR THEIR PARENTS' VIEWS. FREEDOM OF SPEECH 
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IS SUPPRESSED, NO POLITICAL, PHILOSOPHICAL OR SCIENTIFIC VIEWS 
THAT DIFFER IN THE LEAST FROM THE OFFICIAL LINE MAY BE 
PUBLISHED." BERGKVIST POINTED OUT THAT THOSE CZECHS WHO HAD 
PROTESTED AGAINST THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS IN THE CHARTER 77 
MANIFESTO HAVE BEEN THE VICTIMS OF "REPRISALS" BY THE CZECH 
AUTHORITIES. 
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3. BERGKVIST CHARGED THAT BOTH THE AMERICAN AND SOVIET 
'IMPERIALISTS' 1 ARE STRIVING FOR WORLD DOMINATION; BOTH COUNTRIES, 

HE CLAIMED, WANT TO DIVIDE THE GLOBE INTO SPHERES OF INFLUENCE. 

IN CONCLUSION, HE ASSERTED THAT "IN THESE DIFFICULT TIMES, 

SWEDEN, AS WELL AS ALL OTHER STATES, MUST DEMONSTRATE ITS 
SUPPORT OF SELF-DETERMINATION AND INDEPENDENCE”. 

4. FOLLOWING THE SPEECH, THE DEMONSTRATORS MARCHED TO THE 
SOVIET CONSULATE GENERAL, WHERE THEY LEFT A RESOLUTION CALLING 
FOR "DEMOCRACY AND NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE TO THE PEOPLE OF 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA" AND AN "END TO PERSECUTION OF THE SIGNERS OF 
CHARTER 77". THERE WERE NO INCIDENTS, AND THE DEMONSTRATORS 
DISPERSED PEACEFULLY. 
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